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Talking Points for Meeting with President Thieu 


Purpose of Trip 

The purpose of this visit is to discuss with you 

* 

intimately the general outlines of the President's and Dr. Kissinger's 
discussions in Moscow and Peking. 


To bring 




t*a n ^nTrig into context with what has 



been occurring on the battlefield here and, 

To discuss the preceding frankly in the context of 

the American political scene so that in view of “the 
there is a change in Hanoi's position tyf&k we will be able t^^espond 
rapidly with the kind of mutual confidence that has characterized ^pur 
i LlatiuiiuliipT’.iNrh Prr n i i l oirtTriw o n since 1969 -- a. relationship which 
pt for -ft - p£ inr!CvmpfltpnrM-aiul llUlTll w Rl^haS Set 

a remarkable record of effective cooperation. 

-- In Moscow, on the last day, the discussions on Vietnam 

culminated with Moscow's agreement to support a combination of our 

\h$' 

January 27th proposal^, together with the May 8th proposal^ which 
were military in nature arfwfto avsH^^he four -month deadline for 
withdrawal to your tenure as President in the preelection period. 

In other words, the Soviets have asked that you step down two months 
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before the election. They, however, agreed to hold with the six month 


period before the election will be held. 

We did not commit ourselves or agree to that change. 
At the same time, Moscow committed themselves 


to send Podgorny to Hanoi to make this proposal to the other side 

We do not know what Hanoi's specific response 


was. However, the Soviets assured us that: 


1. Hanoi would agree to resume private discussions 


along with Plenary discussions. 

2. They would speak frankly and without polemic and 

3. They would be willing to listen to and discuss 
our proposal as well as their own. 

We are not sure that this assurance from the Soviet Union 
and the concurrent agreement of Hanoi to meet privately on the 19th 
following the Plenary on the 13th will lead to substantive progress. 

It may be that Hanoi will attempt to prolong these discussions and it 
is impossible to predict now how many secret sessions will be necessary 
We have, however, made it clear that we will not have more than one 

Plenary before the first secret meeting on the 19th. 

In China , Dr. Kissinger gleaned a general attitude 

of support from the Chinese for the cessation of the conflict. However, 


TOP SEC RET /SENSITIVE 


DECLASSIFIED 
jtfaorit v £*, 
v OtN ARA Dat e 


-•Op i CdoCdU di t!<c <cjiiui'cji ***».’ i»*rd 




TOP SECRET /SENSITIVE 


- 3 - 


the Chinese placed greater emphasis on a military 



with a 


cease -fire /with the two parties being left to work out the political 

k 


outcome. 


It was quite interesting toSy£ow that the Chinese 


snow 1 



though expressing strong emotional support for Hanoi, 

made the point that not even McGovern could overthrow 
President Thieu although they conceded that Hanoi might have 

difficulty accepting this view. 

This is generally where the situation rests and the 

President and Dr. Kissinger felt it was essential that we use this 
important juncture for another exchange of views. The President 
wishes Pr e shdg nt^^i eu to be fully assured that he has no intention 
of accepting a proposal which would be tantamount to lessening our 


support for Preside 


neu. 




Certainly, the President's decision/ announced on 


May 8th, constitutes an uhchail 

\\ 

of President Nixon's support 



demonstrated p 



At the same time, it is essential that President 


Nixon be able to get through the election period through a combination 
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of flexibility on the negotiating front. 

If there is any doubt about the alternatives, one 

need only review the platform of the Democratic Party in the U.S. 


It is a platform of total 



ltyin which all that we have 


sacrificed for would be abandoned. The President rejects this, not 
only because of our obligations to styaA 


'and t 


hl£JU, 


but because of our own vital national interests^VU-^ 



Several very clear courses of action now pose 
themselves. The first is the need at this critical juncture to move 
as rapidly as possible to regain all of South Vietnam's lost territory. 

The foregoing is true because Hanoi must be on the 

horns of a dilemma in which they are considering the benefits of 

settling now or waiting to see whether or not Senator McGovern 

will be successful in November. 

If Hanoi is seriously considering waiting, then they 

must also consider three related questions: 


1. Will President Nixon, if he is reelected, 


increase terms for a settlement or lessen them? 

2. Has President Nixon a good chance of 
actually being reelected, and 
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3, Can they themselves hold out in a military 
sense until November? 

In the latter case, it is not so much the probability 
that they would physically collapse by election time but rather the 
fact that they may conclude that McGovern cannot win at 

the end of the period they will then find themselves too weak to in- 
fluence the situation in a way that would bring them more advantages 
than they now enjoy. 

In view of the foregoing, it is essential that the 
United States and the GVN consider very carefully the possibility 
that Hanoi will decide to opt at least for a cease-fire so as to cut 
their losses and hopefully eliminate the pressure on North Vietnam, 
as well as on the battlefield, until the United States domestic political 




outcome has been decided. 


Were the other side to propose a cease-fire, would 


it not be advantageous to accept it in order to insure that we retain 
all the assets necessary for an ultimately favorable outcome? 

Would we not gain for example from accepting a 
limited cease-fire for a period of perhaps six months? 

If Hanoi pursues the discussions held in Moscow 


and continues to link the political and the military, would it not then 
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be to our advantage to accept the two -month proviso in which 
President Thieu would agree to step down two months prior to the 
election rather than just the one-month, if this compromise would i 


effect break the ic 



in which you could 


If Hanoi, on the other hand, were to propose a coalition 

mad 


head^made up for example of 


elements of your regime, elements from Paris or elsewhe 


re 


and members of the NLF , would such a proposal be acceptable? 
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